Dermatologic manifestations of the immune reconstitution inflammatory syndrome.
The immune reconstitution inflammatory syndrome (IRIS) represents a diverse range of immunopathologic reactions resulting in clinical deterioration that may occur as immune function is partially restored in HIV-infected patients receiving highly active antiretroviral therapy. Approximately half of IRIS events are dermatologic, and dermatologic IRIS is described in relation to a wide range of conditions, the commonest being herpes zoster and herpes simplex. Most cases of IRIS result in mild and moderate symptoms, but non-dermatologic manifestations related to IRIS have resulted in death. This article covers certain general issues related to IRIS and then focuses on the spectrum of dermatologic manifestations.